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$10,000,000 or more is the head of the 
operating unit. The head of the oper-
ating unit may re-delegate the author-
ity to a Department manager who is at 
an organizational level above the con-
tracting officer and who has sufficient 
rank and professional experience to ef-
fectively carry out the functions of a 
source selection authority. 

1315.305 Proposal evaluation. 
At the discretion of the contracting 

officer, cost information may be pro-
vided to members of the technical eval-
uation team. 

Subpart 1315.4—Contract Pricing 

1315.407 Special cost or pricing areas. 

1315.407–4 Should-cost review. 
The should-cost review report shall 

include all elements listed in FAR 
15.407–4(a)(1) and be provided to the 
contracting officer for use in negotia-
tions. 

Subpart 1315.6—Unsolicited 
Proposals 

1315.602 Policy. 
In accord with FAR 16.602, the DOC 

encourages the submission of new and 
innovative ideas which support the 
DOC mission. 

1315.603 General. 
DOC will accept for review and con-

sideration unsolicited proposals from 
any entity. DOC will not pay any costs 
associated with the preparation of un-
solicited proposals. Proposals which do 
not meet the definition and applicable 
content and marking requirements of 
FAR 15.6 will not be considered under 
any circumstances and will be returned 
to the submitter. Unsolicited proposals 
may not be submitted electronically. 

1315.604 Agency points of contact. 
(a) Unsolicited proposals are to be 

submitted to the appropriate DOC con-
tracting office. Any person or entity 
considering the submission of an unso-
licited proposal should first determine, 
based on the subject matter of the pro-
posal, to which DOC operating unit the 
proposal applies. Proposers should con-

tact the applicable operating unit con-
tracting office to determine procedures 
for submission and to whom to send 
the proposal. 

(b) Program offices must imme-
diately transmit any unsolicited pro-
posals sent to them to their con-
tracting office. If there is a question 
concerning which operating unit 
should evaluate an unsolicited pro-
posal, the contracting office shall iden-
tify the proper office, in coordination 
with the Office of Acquisition Manage-
ment, if necessary, and transmit the 
proposal to the applicable contracting 
office. 

1315.606 Agency procedures. 
(a) The operating unit contracting of-

fice is designated as the point of con-
tact for receipt of unsolicited pro-
posals. Persons within DOC (e.g. tech-
nical personnel) who receive unsolic-
ited proposals shall forward all docu-
ments to their cognizant contracting 
office. 

(b) Within ten working days after re-
ceipt by the contracting office of an 
unsolicited proposal, the contracting 
office shall review the proposal and de-
termine whether the proposal meets 
the content and marking requirements 
of FAR 15.6. If the proposal does not 
meet these requirements, it shall be re-
turned to the submitter, giving the 
reasons for noncompliance. 

1315.606–2 Evaluation. 
(a) If the contracting officer deter-

mines, upon initial review, that the un-
solicited proposal meets all criteria in 
FAR 15.606–1, the contracting officer 
will acknowledge receipt of the pro-
posal, coordinate evaluation with the 
program office, and provide to the sub-
mitter an estimated date that evalua-
tion of the proposal is expected to be 
completed. The contracting officer 
shall transmit the proposal to the pro-
gram office for evaluation, marking it 
in accord with FAR 15.609(d). If the es-
timated date for completion of the 
evaluation cannot be met, the sub-
mitter should be informed in a timely 
manner and provided with a revised 
evaluation completion date. 

(b) The evaluating office shall not re-
produce or disseminate the proposal to 
other offices without the consent of the 
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